[Guidelines for phase III evaluation of vector control methods against malaria].
Most new vector control methods against malaria involve the use of pesticides. Prior to release of these products for general use, their efficacy, persistence, and cross-resistance must be tested on mosquito colonies raised in the laboratory (phase I) then on wild mosquitoes in the field (small-scale), individual dwellings, or experimental huts (phase II). The goal of phase III studies is to evaluate the efficacy and effectiveness of the vector-control product or method against malaria in a population at regular risk for transmission. The main objective of phase III tests is to measure the epidemiologic impact, e.g. on the incidence or prevalence of malaria in humans. This article presents guidelines for carrying out phase III tests of vector-control methods against malaria (e.g. home insecticide spraying or insecticide-impregnated bednet use). It was written by participants in a workgroup formed to define recommendations for the WHOPES (WHO Pesticide Evaluation Scheme).